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The Piety of Sundaramurthy Nayanar
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Abstract

Saivism is a religion that has Lord Shiva as the ultimate
deity. Among those who developed Saivism, 63 Nayanmars
are the most notable figures, and Sundaramurthy Nayanar,
one of the Nayanmars, is considered one of the Naalvar.
We believe that Sundarar is the incarnated son of Sadayanar
and Isainyaniyar in Tirunavalur. He received the appellation
'Vanthondan' when Lord Shiva himself came in person
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and prevented his marriage. The name was bestowed

on Sundaramurthy Nayanar for his harsh speech to Lord Shiva. When asked to sing in Tamil,
Sundaramurthy Nayanar started singing with the word 'pitta' included in the lyrics, which was a form
of his reprimand to Lord Shiva. This event made Lord Shiva convert Sundamurthy Nayanar, a slave,
to the Lord’s companion. This study is carried out with the primary aim of exploring the devotion
found in Thevaram, which the glorious Sundaramurthy Nayanar blessed. This paper explores his
piety under three subtopics: ‘Guru Bhakti', 'Shiva Bhakti' and 'Adiyar Bhakti'
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QBHBH WD, @enmaleT B (haeLg 6
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2 VENG THSHFSTL QW @air.
@empaiatl_$&H G&TeTL 9aTalnHm
2YGTLIGTT6V HLoewLDS HHSSTL_O)HTET@HLD
Cauuwgmseyb, G&TeRIL JTHeLD,
STHUTTSHaID @ enmatener G u
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SUMIGST TGV DL UITTTETTGYILD FHEVTL_GHGTGHIL
e alsCs Sr Gauetr(hLb 6T 6T LInH S
ST QAUTLDHF QI LIMSBHTCV HTL 19 U]
DY(BATTATT QAUT. LISS) 2 VGHHGHF FbSIT
T(HSSIGT T SBNLI (OIS LIG FhHEnET FHET
LImeilifewt] GLITSH@LD 9(BLO(BbITEHLD.
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