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Tamil Religious History and the Tamil Bhakti Movement: A
Historical and Sociological Study
ann. &g eol_& 1 @rngndlmegerme / R. Seeta Lechumi Ratha Krishnan !

Abstract

This research paper comprehensively examines
evolutionary trajectory of Tamil religious history and the
socio-religious impacts of the Bhakti movement in Tamil
Nadu from the 6th to the 9th century CE. It elucidates how
the spiritual ethos of the Tamils, which originated from
primitive nature worship and Tolkappiyam’s landscape-
based (Thinai) deities, underwent transitions during the
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Kalabhra period due to the ascendancy of heterodox religions like Jainism and Buddhism. Furthermore,
the paper analyses the decline of these heterodox sects owing to their stringent ascetic doctrines and
internal deviations, which paved the way for the resurgence of native Shaivism and Vaishnavism
spearheaded by the Nayanmars and Alvars. This study demonstrates that the Bhakti movement was not
merely a spiritual revival but a profound social revolution that challenged caste hierarchies, a linguistic
revolution that supplanted Sanskrit hegemony to establish Tamil as the language of liturgy, and a cultural
renaissance that fostered temple-centric architecture and fine arts.

Keywords: Tamil Religion, Bhakti Movement, Sangam Age, Kalabhra Period, Social Revolution.
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D(BEHTMTFLOLIBST, B (BHTRSFIF, FbSIT LITLY W
urLeser '‘CaeumgLd’ eT1amILd, LDIewNSSeUTFST
LI 19 W 696
ApLi98sLLRSSIDET (Ui gaset, 2015).

"G B UTFSH LD’ 6T G3T M) LD
preomuily gleiw KNgub b CSmELL
(6w 6u6OT6UID)

OAUMTR  YLHQUTIFGT LiGTaf(Beud LITigw
us@L ur_esellar C&m@LYy BrewTuly Felw

SQougsd W@ (uggsgrFer, 2015).
@ UuTL e % emars Gz 19 9 WV b G,
L& &6 L LO (5B S, Q) FWHLDSFHIS

Cs1@8513 555 CUBLL BIFLpIFaT GTaD
Quilwrengs enmd (Faveugli etevar, 1994).
@30srgLUysesd Grrpd srews L g5 CewGuw
wp ewged Cupmgs  SOPsSFeT  Fow
wurpemey O pHILILBSS .
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(O [DD)

SO Fow  eugewaPPled LSS  @QUISSHLD
GTRTLIG @5 B(BLLLPEOTWTGLD. @)upenFHeni
@HPS OsrmBu wellgaar aufum’®
weop, Hevewis Oguien euyflum s o),
UDEFLOWBIGANGT  FauTesamar  e1HF0smen(p),
Q@QnPuied LSS QuEsrsLl GlLmGleuaTarimul
2 BOuBNSSSH (Faveugl etever, 1994). FaGw

ROSGLPODSEFSGLD,
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