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The Pandavas Forest Exile in the Mahabharata: A Comparative
Study of the Malay, Sanskrit, and Tamil Versions
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Abstract

This article presents a comparative analysis of the Forest
Exile episode from the Mahabharata across three major
versions: the Sanskrit Mahabharata, the Tamil Villiparatam
and the Malay Hikayat Pandawa Lima. Based on 38 key
narrative events, the study identifies similarities,
transformations, additions and reductions within each
version. Numerous between the

similarities exist
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Mahabharata and the Villiparatam. The Hikayat Pandawa Lima exhibits a radically different narrative
framework. Notably, the Hikayat Pandawa Lima contains no forest exile at all; instead, the Pandavas are
depicted as slaves within the Kauravas' palace. The analysis reveals 22 reductions, 6 transformations,
and 4 additions unique to the Hikayat Pandawa Lima, whereas the Villiparatam features 6 additions and
only 2 reductions. These differences highlight how each version was adapted to its specific cultural
context: the Malay version prioritises action and adventure, while the Tamil version emphasises devotion
and the principle of truth. This study demonstrates how a universal epic transforms into new and distinct

forms across different cultural landscapes.
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@) 7o LT 6u TS, W&ETUTT S & & &I LD
NOAUTISSB VLD LT Ifsemard 6l&mede
afCunsesasr oI5
aflag  HLL G
aflsmuns uretL_ 6 Slioralled @QBSsS HL L LD
FEsLUUL R, YSHGLU UFwTs wEISIT pSHulled
i35 Cawsr eTarp BT&SST® (1B &F
Qeuiyd PL LD uBHDEH. CPETDTAUSTS,
WLETUTTS S F @l LD AN UTTS S F @ LD
UTeTLaufser 8@ wrallewsuled @) 5

reflewsemws L 1g

UGEF DI  LoewTul

S BIBLD LoGVTUI
QI STWITG LIMGTL_ 6 SoTailled LFDGT [B1s% P 6o
ulveep  aurerted  HPSHS  FLLNEE D TET

(Samikkanu Jabamoney Ishak Samuel, 2001).

aflwnss  sUNEG@TDETS.

BT GOT &IT 6 ST &, wE&ETUTT S S B & LD
AfOLITISSBVILD LITGSTL_QUFSHET CUGTOUTFS®S
Bleopey OQeuwis er allgr prligpGs ClFermy
< eh@prareunsd  GopOsrarGaimety.  Loemul
flsmurg  LmesTL 6 Olomailed  LITGRTL 6uFS6iT
2085 Gsr eawip preg@ar el nss)
Goual Guplw L evr QisGleTsmgm GTGTD
BTL 19D &HF OFeO G GEIpasTH. 2915ST6USTS,
WETUTTSEH D W) LITISS B & F e
SO LG OWL LGRTWLD ®ASSSDETE  LILOGT
yPeyggar g CasmuLiLi®E et
flsmurg LmeniL ey eSlraled eTEFe) 2 ewTey

Lo Tul

o oot CpAL L sp&m1se LIo6T WS apyoer LBg
CamuLiL®@ et (Samikkanu Jabamoney Ishak Samuel,
2001).

<, DT QU ST 5, W&ETUTT S S & &I LD
fevellumrsg@evid GGamessi BB Blenevw msGeur
DG/ LITGSTL_aU [ % @5 & B T6uT5Geur
@BESDTI. eI, LevTUl QPGTWITS LITESHTL_ 6l
Sorailed LITeSTL_cuis@hsE eTHns & Gumesi
Cprywns Brsg S L gosL LfbSG®ISH DI
@BS 2 (BLADDEIGET  YMGTSHILD,  LOGTU]
aflsmung  utessieu  dlwmailew  Grrg wire,
QGG WPDILD FTS® FNBS FOSWTE LDID
Cauewr®d ety Cpra&led Oewiwliul L e
TS GeuaflLiLBSHIB GIDert. Loemwl BrL L mj
ST
Curep NBIws ST fser GClLTHGUTET 6
(Samikkanu Jabamoney Ishak Samuel, 2001).
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uGILILIL 1D 2: @OSTWTS LITGSTL_ 6 GSILOIT:
D& TLITISSBGT LDGUTUI 2 (IHLO T M) 6135 GiT

anfl&mung umeiorLeu edlom:
IDSBTLIM S5 S168T DGV 2 ([HLOTHMEIS6iT

el

afuahfibe e-mm:?@m onmmaen il g, w
A

PUILEH SiLLauememT
wanumgsb / eflsvaflumygin
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76 wneflms
LT prsgHan alipeaps Hlssa

anflEmung unem_al aflion
e " p———
s sy Cnan

o (5360 & 61T

LD GUIT U] LIT G397 L_ @

Q) ST W
Sl wrel e Fm (B G WTEH FTGT G Bl &L ey s er
@ L bOuppeaTeret. pswTaug, GCzsall LTI
ulgeflwred  yupd BGowear FeTCHMmIS G
2 aTeuaf% @ LD @&  wemul
aflsmung umest e ewreafled @)L Lb6Lipmpierer
salld  F@Henewis ST FWTGLD.  (@Q)IewHIL Taug),
afCGursenasr  GLFw®S  ofF  yeuisefer
S| 5HTHE 6 SMLILI(BHSSHILD ST &
CLPGITD TG, STy esiesr LiLfleumml@Ld asLons 95
Gsafl urmuPamws HIEHFE Osain o pey

STLSWmTGLD.

QFTOT@FS V. BTG STIE, LITGH L 6 [ &H 6T
Bras ol (pmHweass sest®) C&erTeds ar
WETUTTS S H & LD
alweSlLTIssHaud @QesTLH 9rs@ wreflans
T b S S S % 6ot () Qgar 7 6u J & eit

& PFH WL Fe.

LHPFRUL_BFSSDGL LUPwTeTs). (B)bs BIeTE
Fn(PBSOFE@FLD LT  QOSTWTS — LITGSTL_ 6
lwrafled il GG srewLiLGF et (),
Ty BILL TS smssaflar CFeeuTsmEBLLd,
SIS, ULPUTEIGHS6®, 2 L OFBWTeT QUGT(LpenD
APWPNIFHG LT iSTWTS LTSI
eSlomadled peransflen Lo S(HUGHSUYLD
T Q& eimest (Samikkanu Jabamoney Ishak Samuel,
2001).

aOSlLTIsEHed Yn FmBS®D BlELHa ST
@)L LDC)LID DI ATATE. (LpSEVTaS), <9 2 GsT65f) 68T
SagmsF Can@as o jeud), goeoL, HCwIgEeLo
AFw apeaupd @BCFr e i@ se.
WETUTTSSH 0 2 jaud i’ BHGCw e R prar.
Q@ et Toug), & o gy L ST @t Gumflev,
Qiegvealar oL Peuahler GlEmesen_uled
L@S®, Fouc aNeOSGI BIHGHIS &IGHTLY S 6,
I Ty GaTaiT EIEZ 1)
Q@ wewyss CFuised YHw ST Hser
afewellumgsgBe w G @)L b6 LD meTerTes.

eLpGID Teugl, &CLTeT $6T s et FmGHmL_esiencsrLi

afleevTe) Fauen et

Lfoewestl 1919885 YaiLiLjsed; FmiGHmTLcrestmeD
pLywmoed, &CUIST ST LS 2 5Ly FTCFesTen 6st
@i ewemis OsTHSS® F W ST F&EpLd
afevellngss@ed L GCw @)L b6)LIBDIaTeTeT.
B CrerL B uy b
OpeveSlsseilud eleyilh L% HYDUYSLOTGT Hens.
@Esmsuiled, e wefleu®ps@ WL GGCWw o fw
O & & & el e ws <9 B wiTLD & uplss
LITGRTL_QUF&GT, FEIGGT LDGTSH 60 2 6Tares
(PP LDUWITS RLILSO S T6TEHLD
CGurGs, safl WSew@w Hevearulled eLigs
Qsret@ng. HOTeTLB "eTeTs@ @ES SeTould
@ BBSTVILD, Q)evTenILd 65 Hessteufler GHemeu 616w
TP 2 erarg”  eIadin  @LILS6ETeTeCS
@ssewguilar o dFb. @psTalg, Mefl Fevomailer
WSS, gL g6 CHrery) LITesTL euisemens
Gsugd P UTSSTED
B pOLD upg sewioreeuGuw QST DTG,

[5IT GOT 1T 6 &, ST (B

2 GUTENLDUITS

Qsaim, SaT®LIgSs
@& QBT FERWNS, 3 BS TTLFSH6E %% euflufled
LEPSD. @QBS AD FBSD PP SEHL
N LITISS BV LGS, 2_GTEHLD Al
SFweaupemn OQeualLiLBgHPamert (Samikkanu
Jabamoney Ishak Samuel, 2001).

S®OLIL| & 6T

oGV Tul LIMTGSTL_G)
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@ BB ICwrsLd CFRIDGILD o feud FaLpLd, LFoeT
@ueni® wpewp i Csgd CFaingid, Lfioener
BASLD Aesflgs  plapeyd,  sfGungerer
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FLGSILD, ST  SeUFULPLD

@B geTTed  UTEISLILIL L FILb,
gmbiocsfes &6l Cam gLl OLmmL Semar LomesT
TI(DBGIF Ol FG@IDGILS, LTIDGET, I Feg~ a6, [bE&wWa,
5105 0uar 98 Curi GearsH e et ewt i
R QoBssL, w g ot &
Gz or afl & @5 L, Uy 9D ey 19 J eIT @
o I 9gs i L g, Gueyd wLUugCSL B

SUSTHET
GTL_GV(LPLD

QTS FMSEE@FLD  (LPHOTH  BESLILIL (B TETEHT.
aflevellLiTrssHed @) Test(® GeomLiLjsar o BHGLo
2 GTTE.  LOGTUTISSFVIGTOT 'B@GHwaT 6TaLd
umbLd QUETSET SL_GSILD aflevedLITISS 5 60
@d}mw (Samikkanu Jabamoney Ishak Samuel, 2001).

S L auenent I: auaTaunFid 55 1peysHener (pip UG

CUGSTRUTFLD H6DF (515 L 6% 6T MB VP HPL
1 LITGRTL_ U &H6T 919 69 LDFGTTS FL_GSLILIHS6D: WG ejLe T6iT - & FewgLl X X v
Liessten et marg; LG - $&a)d Freuevd; Sjegeesier - CasmL &
ST, [5&6V6T, F&TCH 66T - Licwflwm ser
2 GIFHD o ey o esviewT BILBFSSD - LIoeT wHeylggesr LEg) X X J
CamuLiL@se
3 Gz all UTenIauP) pGHeveT, FETGSaIeIS% @ 2 Tl afS 5 X X v
4 SINCunseraT @Lgams afF) bGeve, ¥5T1C5 0T 6T Sam)IsTe0%H e 6N X X J
STWLILI(H SIS
5 jeraar UfleunmiG alswns Gsall uTauPaws FHHHF X X v
Oeain 2 pay CO&TaTERS 60
6 LITGRTL_aIf&aT aueTaunsLd 6lFe S e e, v v X
7 9T%G reflenss HL L Lb v v ~
8 QLOLY LB (B QUBLIGIEI %@L LITH @) TTFFwLd X X J
9 LITGSTL_eUjsel 9s@ wralemsulled 1fbssmss GEargeuiser N4 V4 ~
HHFE)
10 LITGSSTL_ UG & 6T FHImIsLD ulfls $11195560 J J =
11 aflgm B’ 19 6D 9)@hEhTEToU TFLD V4 V4 ~
12 LiTessTL_auiger B0 rarL@uyL 61 1L 19 D &F CFaaFe v v X
13 @A Csauetr yFFwLl LTEFTLD 3 (5 @S J J X
14 flgiod SGSITapyIiL b ForgTeTd %o BIHSLSSLULBS®D, | / V4 X
LSeTest LEGRT(RILD e LpSHSHLILI (B S0
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15 105 Crw (pesfleurd R Gungestened #1985 J J X

16 9SG GG LIT&H LIS T DISBDS15S SauLd OFuised V4 V4 X

17 Q@B TILD FleugyiLd 9 FeI TGS Fib 5D b6 v v X

18 FouaT o fouFlenw ieresiestiar Seugansd CFTHssH Y eiLiL|SH6) V4 & X

19 <9 JEg GTGOT F LD v ~ X

20 9iegraretler 9L Peuedler Gsmeanen ufled LBS6D, @aled BHIGHT | ~ J X
ML (DS, 9 Fegestest aleOeVTe) FeUGH T 919 SF6V, LDGOW|FSLD.

21 < deg et @ BGICwnsL) QFain Oswialis 9 usnisear QUDIS® J J X

22 2 jeuf) gjegraneman ylwunss 985, Q)5 S EhEGTaTUTEES® | / J X
2 FaLb

23 Lo SO TS ESTE (LS (ep Gauemar ] Gl Cleadaisad, | s J X
9 W LDGNGITF F[bF) B F 60

24 fioesr @uessLmd  (pevp @euesent i Gsd  OF@IFev; V4 V4 X
&Cugesfler Gsm 1 _1b

25 &Curer grser FEGasTLewenar Lfveartl 965 e/l Fe0; X v X
LSeTest i LoFH et o (L9 TTCFGTGH eLpeVLD LOGVT 3 aiflS S 6D

26 LFLOGIT LoGwflLOMGIT GTGTD 9y T8 Hee81d C)FTOIS; & CLITG [B6uwTLIGHT X X

27 oL ngger Lgrwest CeauL gGed yPakigger, FOTaTUS), BGWemeTs v X
FL_GH6V; LILOGT L LIg)

28 FL_1&I&T GO gaTLI®emw oL BLd FL_GS 6D X V4 X

29 WIS DOTTLB WS SL_FS&; LITGHIL 6Uisar LBL L] v X X

30 DOparLIBud ST B O pNSsa UL Sens X v X

31 LLo6eT psLd DIy LessllEasLiLBSe; wPHakig g6t LBL Lig) J J X

32 SINCWTSeTeT $HST0uTTe) N9 SSLILIL (B LITGSTL_auisarTed LB 1] J J X

33 siiouns  waflauf  gfiCurseraflar  Gouar(hCsrarsfenmis |/ v X
LITGSTL_aU&emand FLI%S aUhE 60, &) (156 ewT6rT &TLILIMDMIS 0

34 afCungearer  fafl ST  ydPSH WS  CFuig X v X
ureLaujsamars  Qstooew  pwpPSs®w;  grlsser,  faf)
ST a1 Cw 0% Ta)aIS 60

35 gmbesier oysafCGanngri Gur@L semer oaeaT THSHF v v X

QFcde, LITeRHTL_auisar &iT85s OFaa)sa
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SmaTauenuLd o ufFLiL9s %60

36 Uioelr, syjggrars, p@oa serGsauar wEEIs Gargse saral] |/ J X
G458 QIDSS®
37 Bk gait wepallar Csarails@ps@L uSwaligse, s@LEsmms |/ J X

38 38&@Ld CopLL' L Heoersemnssar

u@Liumilen edlemd & pLd

Qs Uy apam  UGLILFEEHGLD
@evevmer  Coupun®ser  FPOIFWe TesTen6u
Q. ADTE  @aibleunmy UBLiyLD o (heumeT
vt (HF GLpedler Graig Lt LIS LIeSILiLSeTTELD.
LoVl @MFMUTES LITGRHTIL_ 6 SIoTalle)d GUGSTeUTFLD
BESLULL (D Y DDSESHILD  (LPEUTeD USHHLILI(HeUS),
wem YrPwed eugewnpPled CsIpsigssLini’s
@ereuggiser  ClaupioGest  BFIGSLSSLILIL TLOGD,
Qeupplwneriseflesr — Sygewnoemeniled  SMHBES
U S@FE@&  YOTTESILL L. 2 GRTen DGO

r@ueSlaGmg). 'alsTung’ eues ()6vsH W mI%er

Qurgeuns O TFH S FHDSHATTGLD,
[OELI Y- ELu QI FUTF(LPLD, &ICarspLd,
FISFUPLD  (psHwnmeTenal. ererGal,  LoeTL]

il sTwTg uUTesTL 6 eSraled ey 65 ei-
urtgieu® o2peyd, BIESHaT ullpeons
PSS ILD (@) WI6DLITGT H69F 5Tl %TTHGIDET. 38
B TS FH MG ST LD 635 F W,
aflsTwng UTesTL o S Talled & (5 b esTL

oGV ul

@G s1FEMBE F(HSHHLOMS, LNTLLDTET, BT L 17
AUPEEEHDG dppSTE wipp Couewiy w
Camaicmws s1L QB DG OoisClarsmgm ererLg
R FPUMHST FEHILAGL. @& LTWsH Fens
GlFTaeved 2 aTeap L
LweTLBs&ID Cursenss TGOSl (Suastika et
al., 2017).

ogL9ed QuuwisenarL

NS ILITISSHe0 @)L LHGLIDMIGTET Fn(HSEOHET,
SUOHL UG  @evE&w  illaT  FT1EEZSS
Cgafeurass 1L HG@IDest. FeuLIHLOTERL_GoTT6T
9fegarellel e ssLd, Feussiler 6 messen L ufle
oy upse Curep ST ser Feull LSS
Qesfwrisailed STTLIL@RLD 'HL_af6T-Loes 6T
SO gerLI@uyLd
Opvallssaiyd s, ‘o aramwCu  aicayd’
aratp SO QpplepepuieT yp&Hu @evsEw
Qeueflium_m@gb. @@ O FersE @B
sewreud @) (GBS @)eienid s Fewteud Ggeneu
616w GpLILE0STaTeuS T epevBLo Giay Hen LiLig),
FBIG% QwEH WS G 60 Q)L HOLIBpyeTer

GrorgeSesr

2 (HUSBBIFATTGLD.

9FSHewens Carlum el auedlyniSsHFH mal.
@s wETUTTSEFED eTEIGL @wTH G
Bl uwrer,  spF  FapssFHpGs o flw
ueTuTL TG W. fafl sewrallar s, &L
Oeuiwg DL @uUei QuoEuied FarsGs
s18ar  Gewmwew almaralggs OsrarGnrg
GTGIGYILD 2a1LpeIeH6TS H(HSS eUeSUnISHIP DS
(Schreiner, P. 2017).

Pla.046mIy
LD& TLIMTSSFGIT QUGSTLILIFQULD, LoGu ],
L Gwry), s Fwl uFiyseled epeimy
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Bilbgsud  YEEZDSULD
(Pt SHI B DS  alwSlLTIsLd LS wLd
semewis  GpBlevwuyds ST BHSDGI.
Qs Mg LIMGSSTL_G GOUDT QUG TFSNS
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@ LWLILIGSHIFDS). QRDMIGH LDEHGT LOS T TTSSBDGHLD
afevellimssSn@Lw @eni_Gu wi GG o arere.
) ST WS &0l Lo
Caupur@searmed seflss BIPFHDEH. LewTw
flsTwTs LITGSTL G 8l Lo maf) 6O < mi
2 (BLOTHOEIS@HLD  BIGTE
@@PLLS@HLD 2 aTarer. aleSlLITISSHe0 M
Fn(DSVF@FLD QTR GDLILF@HLD 2 GTETEH.
@Qps  aamellsmasGar,  weTw  aflsmung
LTEHTL_6u GO eLpevd HenguleS) (GBSl 6TalIcGTa

LO& TLIMTSLD

oyl

LD GUIT Ul LIIT 8T L_ @

Fn(HBOH@HLD 22

s &g QsaSpng aaiL®ss OsaleouTss
ST QS SIDG. QmPwrs, @aiGeurmp LB
Sger  Oarps  aufluded,  LTeRTLeuFsafe
URTUTFSEMSS FHeIg LODSHEE@bSGL ClLIT(BBSILD
sl  Oerededlwyeireng. Q@FsTFD @
BEOHGWITET 2 O 6V6V; & UITUPLD @ LDILD,
yPw wewienlled LYFw Devarsener aIfsS ).
eyl wewenlled g @@ Ceumy  eugeuld
Quppres, SO westeslled s @B Coumy
augeud CQUDDIRILD, ST 2 GTafl_MesT SFLoLD,
Gpgenin, Olumpenio, afgd YW  Fapiser
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