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The Departmentof IndianStudies was established within the Faculty 
of Arts and Social Sciences of University of Malaya in 1956. Currently, 
the department offers two streams of courses. The first one related to 
language and literature, and the other is on socio- cultural aspects of 
Indians. The language and literature stream offers courses related to Tamil 
language and literature of the ancient, medieval and modern periods. 
These courses are taught in Tamil language. The socio- cultural stream, 
offers courses on historical and socio- cultural aspects ‘of the Indian 
as well as the Malaysian Indian society of the ancient, medieval and 
modern periods. These courses are taught in Bahasa Malaysia (Malay) 
and English language. The courses mentioned above are for the B.A. 
(Hons) degree program, Which is to be completed between three to four 
years. The department also provides post graduate research programs 
for M.A., and Ph. D., degrees.
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