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Tamadun moden Barat yang berpaksikan fahaman rasionalis,
liberal, sekular serta penyisihan agama daripada realiti
kehidupan sedikit sebanyak mengubah paradigma pemikiran
agama. Ini tidak terkecuali pada pemikiran Yahudi moden.
Makalah ini bertujuan menyingkap suatu gerakan modernisme
dalam pemikiran Yahudi yang begitu terpengaruh dengan bawaan
tamadun Barat iaitu gerakan Reform Judaism. Ia menggarapkan
fakta-fakta sejarah kemunculan Reform jJudaism dalam
pemikiran sosio-keagamaan Yahudi. Ia juga membincangkan
bagaimanakah gerakan ini telah berjaya menganjak paradigma
tertutup dan eksklusif komuniti Yahudi di Jerman khasnya
dan di dunia Eropah amnya terhadap tamadun Barat kepada
paradigma yang lebih terbuka dan liberal.

Katakunci: Yahudi; Reformasi Yahudi; Modernisme Yahudi;
Liberal Yahudi; Pemikiran Keagamaan Yahudi; Yahudi di Jerman.

Abstract
Current Western civilization is basically founded on rationalist,
liberal and secular paradigms, and has been influenced by a
certain degree of disenchantment with religion. This has had
repercussions for the analysis of social realities as well as for
the articulation of religious thought, modern Jewish thought
being no exception. This article attempts to explore one of
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the significant modern movements in Jewish thought, namely
Reform Judaism. It investigates the historical circumstances of
the emergence of the Reform movement in Jewish socio-religious
thought. It also deals with the question how the movement
succeeded in shifting the Jewish self-understanding from closed
and exclusive paradigms to more open and liberal ones in
Germany, in particular, and in other Furopean countries, in general.

Keywords: Judaism; Reform Judaism; Jewish Modernism; Liberal
Judaism; Jewish Religious Thought; Jews in Germany; Jewish.
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Michael A. Meyer, “Reform Judaism” in _Judaism: A People and its History,
ed. Robert M. Seltzer (New York: Mac Millan Pub. Company, London:
Colleir Mac Millan Pub, 1989) pp. 310. See also: Michael A. Meyer,
Response to Modernity: A History of the Reform Movement in Judaism.
(New York- Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988), pp. 12cf.
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Michael A. Meyer, “Reform Judaism”, Encylopedia of Religion, ed. Mircea
Eliade, (New York : Mac Millan Publishing Company, 1987), vol 12, p. 254.
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Henry Hart Milman, The History of the Jews (London: Darf Publishers Ltd,

1980), pp.586-587. See also Jacob Katz, Emancipation and Assimilation:

Studies in Modern Jewish History (England: Gregg International Publishers

Limited, 1972), p.1; Solomon B Freehof , Reform Jewish Practice and It’s

Rabbinic Background, (Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College Press, 1944),
p-10.
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Gregorovius, Ferdinand, 7he Ghetto and the [ews of Rome, tr: Moses
Hadas, (New York: Schocken Book, 1948), p.45. “ The one sad justification
for the existence of Judaism is that it can serve as the dark background for
the setting forth of the full light Christianity. The Jews came to be regarded
virtually as symbol of evil to be implacably extricated by every available
means”. For more historical details, cf: Charlesworth, J.H., et.al (edit.),

Shared Ground Among Jews and Christians, (New York: Crossroads, 1990),
pp- 21-22, 134-142
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“The legend and symbol present a Mendelssohn with two faces. The one is
the man of the German Enlightenment, immortalized in the appellation of
“the Socrates of Berlin”, after the publication of of his Socratic dialogues,
the “Phaedon”in 1767. The other is the Jew, Moses Dessau, enshrined the
phrase “from Moses (Maimonides) unto Moses (Mendelsson) there was
none like Moses”, which made him the Jewish thinker of modern times, the
legitimate successor to the Moses of antiquity and the medieval Moses
Maimonides. See: David Sorkin, Moses Mendelssohn, (London: Peter
Halban, 1996) pp. xvii (Introduction). “He is unique, to begin with, I
having been the only important thinker to combine adherence to the
rationalist philosophy of the German Enlightenment with loyalty to
Judaism. While there have been many Jewish Kantians, Hegelians,
existentialists, and son on, Mendelssohn was the only noteworthy Jewish
disciple of Leibniz and Wolff. See Allan Arkush, Moses Mendelssohn and
the Enlightenment (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1994) pp.
x1 (Introduction). v
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