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Harmony Beyond Religion in Siddhar and Sufi Literatures
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Abstract

Siddhar literature is a collection of poems composed by Tamil
Siddhars, whereas, Sufi literature is a collection of poems
composed by Sufis, the Tamil Muslim sages who resided
in South India. Many Sufis have emerged among the Tamil
speaking population in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. Their
poems, which are composed in the Tamil language, have
remarkably similar themes found in Siddhar poems. Thus, the
library-research based analytical comparative study aims to
identify and further examine these similarities and differences
between the Siddhar and Sufi philosophies. Upon comparing both literatures, it was noted that there
were several similarities as well as differences between the two literatures. Since Siddhars and Sufis
both dedicated their lives to the journey of attaining enlightenment, this could be the reason for the
similarities among the themes of their poems. Furthermore, Siddhar poems were widely known among
the people even before the times of Sufis. Sufis who were on the journey of enlightenment found these
poems to be their guide, which can further explain the influence of Siddhar poems in Sufi literature.
In any case, Siddhar and Sufi literatures have contributed in several aspects for the Hindu and Muslim
populations in Tamil Nadu: aiding them towards their journey of enlightenment, teaching them to live
beyond the confines of castes or religions, being well versed in the ways of Siddha medicine, acquiring
religious Tamil literatures of quality, and having access to several meditation and worship locations.
However, the impact of Siddhar and Sufi literatures is not only confined to Tamil Nadu but has expanded
its influence to several countries that host Tamilians.
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um®el g er®B. @epael @ b
SwohGLenL_Guw wrGSHTw &L (BHLILTEHLD
@evevTs Blewevuiley T Fer (F)eMeenIT F
ApPs58 CGumewGeas & ooLls @nLh
FbDSD)(BSHBDITITHET. (HETHBIGHLY LOGVSEITET
GTGTED|LD (F00LS), BLO(LPGWL_ILI GHTGIT G(1h HLOFF)
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2 GWTEHLD (GHTGTLOGTI &S & TLILITHDILOT N
FHGUSTGU0l [T DGV LI LIMTLY W[GT AT LIMTL_ GUHGIT
Q)asflenio GHmiuibs @ooLMILI LITL_6USH@hSEF
FnhS FAGTDTSHS HHLPFGTDGT. G607 BIEHLY
LWSGTeT RAdhHT LML vsaflev CHmuiphs
QBEHFeneT 2 el _weur. eTeTGeu Fooliuis
BS5BIUSHNS FSHT LITL_60 enLoLILNeD QaurT
LITLY WSTOT TIT. PSHTHGT LILIGHT LIHSBL|EIT 6T
@oibsearub (symbols) L&), Ligk, LITFLD,
HGHTLOLD, LOTEWIW, BLOF UM, FeueLy,
CumeTm wFou RASFThHEHLD FAThHS
ClFTHSeaTud @)euT ST LITL UH6TI6V
LITQIGVT LI LILIGT LI(HSSUYGTATTIT. (3)65Tgo)jLD,
FSSTH@RENL_UILI LITL_0FHeflev (9)emmeet
QW) GTGTQLD &M &S LB 6T ) T 6T .
‘9/amailey jemiailewer % Ligmener’
ereTLIT FSHT. GLIGwT FHooLNITeT (n@hev
faflufletr LmL_cvsafled Liew (Qr_misHaflev
@)OMUGT 9GS ST 9G] a TG 6) GoT
eTeTan) LD GILIT(merfley GMILILI L1 (heTaTT6iT.
Qauengls CurearGn @ewm G (HewLIOEIUILI
GLigbBLimg) GUI(BLDLITGUTET ool Ne@henL_ILI
LML 6V&Hefley PGS LITL_VHGT FTiiey
QBLILIGHSLI LIT@IGUTSHS &HTeoT(LPLY-FHGT D).
gz (&l SHmSseomiser

SUEPBTL 1460 GBSFTD LSpLrIGILDY
FWS FHhSSVEBFT F TSl er
FwrHECHT, FwrHew e 19 Guir
W HS (5% GLD. GLmahler FomH bz
uLperf] (wp(pFHet GHmuller 9emLobB) (HLILISS
QsH&GF FreaTmTGw. Q& GumrerGp
) (156U GVOT GWT T LOGH 6V, &) (1§ LI LI [T /Bl (& 63T D LD,
OGN T LOGTTL & 9IDLOGHT 9 6UUILD 6T GuT
BT DN FHHET HHTGT 4 GUILIRIFET LIS 0)6uT Goor
PSS 6T, T FHHTHGT 6T LIGV HTM]
ST b6 OIHTL_TLILIBHSSLILIBHF T DEOT.
LIGLGUTUIT LD 24 GOST (R, (LPGT FLOTHUITGET
FEsTmulle b Q) g6 S TermTiD
BTDDTERTI) 6V FLOTSHHETL_ FSHSHTTulen)Lb,
RAG ST Haflett FLom@Gser o G LM LD
LOSHFENGT FFTHFGTN) GTLOS GOLOIIBIHET TS
e prpmin GUppIeIHhelens @)eT ) LD
SLODBITL_19 6V HTGwT (LPLY-FS. F&HTHer 6T
FLor%) GureTGn FooLlsaflesr FLomFoH@nLd
SOPrTL 1960 FpOLHDeauwTs

Q6T B1(%H T 6T MG

GooLSGIusSHer CsTnpSGHTH Zlewp
Gpamser (wall) GLpmuptdb 2 (6T
eTarerid. eualwmi (wali) eTer Q)Bs
@eop CrFmFHer HewipS&LiIL L G,
@GooLilG Gl UINFTL 19 FeTTiid HFHLPHS
@ssamasw Qeawmp Cpsm Ouwgme
hlewera s Ferermiser Gspmetpler. @enm
GraFirgaflest FLoTHFer HTevBeumL L G&H6v
SDBSFHUBRIFZATTSH 2 (HeUTHGT. (LPeVeSLDFHEIT
oL HLAleT!) Lm oSS FHe(HLD 24 eueT(HBHTmILD
yefls wrsHeng Gomb & mer @pLb
yell55 SumiFeaTTs @enald HHLPHS6T.
SLOPFSHFIV 2 GTaT BTon (T, (LpSHSHILIGLIL oL
Gumeirp @)L_miFeflev 2 @rer @ooLis%er 6T
FLOTHHT QBDSG THSHHFFTLL_THS
FaDEUITLD (BUNGTTIT (LPSHLDLOG, 1978, P.133).
Qevsiensuid @)&HHHILI L|6HTISHS HeUBIFHET
LIV 2.GTaTG. &HEISG@hS & o il (haeTar
2 QU UG K GTLIKIS@HLD &I G60 5@ LD
STGeueT (ML 6TGTLIGMHSHTS O LITHILDSHET
@) FBmSEHESGF O F6LH 6T YT FH6lT.
QYeTLiHSG BHL_cv 2 6TaralTaHERD ()mGs%
GlFevarg e (). Qaiall_msaflley Fioms
Q)& T 6WOT (R GIT QT (6K T &WT) Il [T H 6T & 1B & @1 & (&
eTawewT Hlewevsafllg)ib 2 Fauddnlg W
Guorpmenevrs GLIHMIGTET TTHET 6T6Tey)/LD
BLOLISeDH UL GIITSHILOSFET (Q)SSHEUBIFHGHSESF
QFLUSDGHS HTTGRTLOTS GHLOFGHT DEIT.

Glafemiy

CQurgarmasGeal @ooligsaibd &LOLp
BT (55 aubsd GCFips Llererm LD
[BITL 19 GT LDGUST GUTFGWGT (F500Li% 65560
FVBSIGTATeNS FHoold )6V P i Bl 6 6ir
ULfl Wiy FTDGI. @& LIV Y MIFHET
QurgsHL_edev sHevlitiengls GLTeTnS.
QPSsmsW FLiew FIOTFL LIGwTL
TG DMLPHSGTLD. SLOLD BT L 19 G/ LD
Qevmiensuieyid HLolp GLigib osseflent G
L6V Foold) @hreflwii BBty 2 erereuir.
S0 Guwmpuilew LmL_ 1l B eraer
DYQUITSHETS| LITL_c0&6fle0 (LpedTLil(BbS HLOLDF
P FH6 16T LITL_cVH6TI6V et GG
SH(HSHSIFGT LITQUGCVTHS &IT6oT LILIHSF 6T )G
FSHTH@HLD FoolH@HLD G)LOUIGHEhT 6T LD



Glupiaug @eTermGILI SBISET 6)TLHSESHIUIGT
CrrsHmsHs O&Tevt(h 6uTLpHSa T HGT.
oTer Geu g mer @oollFHafleir 1LImL_6v&kaflev
QuisviTsGau FSSHTHeflleiT STHHD b
LG iHFET DG

YSIOL_(HILD DGVUGUTLOGY SLOLD BHTL 19 6V
QUTLPHS FoolNFHafleir HTev5S5I5E LpedtGL
FSHT LITL_605F6T Lodgaflenl G LjLpdhHsS)e0
@mbser. OuwiiehehTarsd GHL_alew
FRUL LY (BES @GHoolFHer (3)FF &ML
LML 0&afl6L 9 LphSHeT & T T GuT LD T %
RSBT STHHLD FooLllHefle LImL_cvskarflev
Qevafl il (HeTeTedr. 6T el T i ey Lb
@) 1o G Lo w1 (% @h T &3fl wi 1T FHafl 6T @ 7 @ 1T 6»
SUPSHSFG Qb3 SF@5LD (LpeveSLbs @rp LD
Qouieheprenrd GHL_e06T LISHLD HmHISHaTS
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