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The Role of Hindu Religious Print Media in the

renaissance of Hinduism in Sri Lanka
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Abstract

The renaissance of Hinduism that occurred in Sri Lanka
during the 19th century is generally considered to be the
renaissance of Saivaism itself. Although this rejuvenation
progressed rapidly under the leadership of Arumuga
Navalar, the role played by the print media during this
period was of great significance. Religiously oriented
periodicals registered as newspapers began to emerge
with the appearance of the print medium. Such newspapers engaged vehemently in propagating
Christian and Hindu based religious concepts in support of the religion they were committed to. The
newspapers which supported Hinduism included llangai Nesan, Vijjanavardhani, Saiva Abimani
and Inthu Chathanam (Hindu Organ). They acted mainly against Christian-oriented print media
like Udayatharakai, Viddyatharpanam, Catholic Guardian and /langabhimani, whose main concern
was the propagation of Christianity. Hindu-based print media, on the other hand, followed the dual
conceptual path proposed by Arumuga Navalar, and aimed to achieve the two main goals: “Establishing
their own religion” and “Refuting the other religious concepts” (especially Christianity). These
newspapers advocated strong policies pertaining to religious education, women’s progress, as well
as criticisms against religious conversions, religious discipline, and temple management. It would
be appropriate to consider that these newspapers acquired great success, particularly in creating an
awareness among the educated middle class society who headed the Hindu religious movements in
support of such renaissance at that time.
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YL FWIFFHTT QUFBFHEHL_GT 2 6T HIGOLOHS
“GPlevdal OUWILDTHFLD” LI6V &6 k6N 6V
Q@BSIFLWL LSS HG FolTSHaT S
QsTHSHSHI. WHLILNTFFTTSSHIS5%HTHEGe
Senio 9 mLLenflds & Pavs el
W Fetflsaflet GFeweu Loest LiLImm &,
QY RIFLD HHW BHSST QT SFHSFHGT 6T(LHFF),
®&5501STLHl6L LTI SuilesT aflenareysarflet
RETVTST HYFHUWBF T & (605 Ui 67 T 6»
FPFHSHGV THLIL L 2.60% SHTFGTLD, LOSLD
LorPIGWIT(RHGLI LIS Hlewev euUTUILIL|SHHEHET
2 oflGFHaIU6V YT FLLL GOHFGT 6T GOT LIGT
QupmIL Fleveu T GLb.

GopLig bFmISET Qb LDSSH DGHF
Faurers aflomiGi 9/G%5 Calenaruiley ()b
LIGSSTLITL_(B) LOMILOGUIT FRGFHGHLD LOGHM(LPFHLOT
2 sl SHTFewllGar Ty o er k& 6.
T(HSHHIGHHTL L TS5 HMGVSEULOUILDTHHEY|
O &S gmer 9y miLpSHHTel6V M 6T &l oS
awsmTUer HiL L HBesuiler 9 Gps
QI FHmBISET LOFGUTTIHEDET (LPGT LOTE) TILIT 55
QarerGL. G i’ 1 er. L97FmIGLD
womitb aflerTalenl_ (Lpewpuiley Fiow s
SHSSH SFMATLI LTS &FLOUW LI
LG L T Fnlg Wl &6V YT % emar
VHTLISGSH6V, HITHILI LNTHTBISGT, LISH Tend
Garafllfihsev GUTeTHe®al @)% mHSTeT
T(BHSHISHTL (HFHETTEGLD. 2bhd UenHUilev
B0 SHS il L_WmSer ()b L0ulSH 6o
QBLILSGF FaiTev all(HSHeT T 9jeunenn
QOTAUHFIDTHS ST & GHT 2 6Tl m&H &
Qamevsr_ LimmiIReTCevGW L1gG)SB M6 LIGTLD
Bropreiy e Qevsiamsiis Hepbs Q)5S
Frow LomioeVTFR Geupm G LIPPOISHeTeVTLD.
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YWpFHid CFUISQID Yemal @)bSFLoW
LOMLDGVITFFS G 6TeUUHHUINGD 2 HS|FHBILITS
QINOTRIFGT 6T6TLIGNS LOFHILILIL_ (LpewesTeudGLo
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Ur% ualgser. @emienFujd HNHGS
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FHTVTSHIUSH DG 2L LI L BIT(HSH@hHGHLD
L @wymper. Qeme»sud (3 s ar
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QYT FHHLo GIoTLPWITET 9 mIFevSensHs
sDw FCHPF@hS G T FH Ui ev
Gauewev eumiiLiL) eTeiTn QSHL_L_SGHeoT 6L
FCsHPw QPhsH&sH@pd O L(HLeT &l 6v
SUITLILIL_L_GIT. YmIFeV eLpevdHevaileniids
sn& Gouewt B womuller 1O F et & ar mev
BL_TSSLILIBILD LITL_FTeaUSH@hd%:E&GF OlFeLev
Gouenrig w g b @hrerevprerd O Lmm
@fefleIILD GSIRISILD ()60 HIULIGHLOUITFHEOT TS
Q)BBgeT.

FPW BT HET TS LILIL LT H@h% S
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QF DU TUILIL]&%&@h 1oL (b LD 6T B &F
FrSWSSeT Gl mev afleflbLybleney LoddkeiT
5% FewllSHSHLLIL L 9L _HG& (LPeHDHGHLD
LOSLOTHDSHENT 26T e dhFHeuT.

IOMIOEOTES) CTEITM 6TEUITETTEE(Wh:

Y m&FwsHSH e “Renaissance” 16t p
LUSLD WMIWDWOTFR IreTpn &HdendHdb
GMISS BDLSTESL. @&FGFTeL LT mesFu
O fluledBhg 2m&Fevn s GlLHD
LGOI G, QSHHSSTHSD &H). 19, 14941b
mrHmTenTig 6L Francesco Petraca GLimesrm &Flev
FENEUGHTHATTGV YM(PSLILIBHSSLILIL L.

“Renaissance the French word for Rebirth has
generally been taken to signify the revival of the
knowledge of Greek and Roman Civilizations”
(Engle Wood Cliffs, 1976, p.24)



54 / sipL1 Guymite <y uielsp

9STUG LDILIDLIL eTeTn eUenkHuiley
wenis Gurer HCrss Grmind GHTLFE T
LIGRTLITL (B @ULY QUEISHEWaT LD@h(HeM TdhHLD
OFuigev LpH FhseneTGul ()% 6T ELD.
STOLGLTEHEF G OMIOGTFF oI P
usllgGursid 2 esLGUTSH allpdFHev
BenphsOumeps ©ereGarmrl
et UTL R& Gpaller(Hd &5 5L
e uml®L QUTDS T B E 6w 6r
el 2 (hauTdhd (LM T H6 9 6L6VF
@Qbas Gumer Feps e Limi (B
I L_WTeThiGemar Lher Hlevew BHmiss
(PUWRGTD &F b MTLILIMGIS @S 6 %66V TLD
‘wpiwevrFR ererp G FmH LNgGuwimsLd
LG LIRS SLILIL LS.

LW/ Ujb VT Hew o g b @Limgy
“CumevdFlFuise” eTedtp, GlLImmL_GlbmesflLiLy
gpug b 2Tl FHTewEsHsF
QUITSHBLOTGT BIF@hS% S TDHL 65 LDHSHI 6T aT
LOTHDBIFHEHETULD 2 61T 6 T HI% & 6) % e GL_
@ bIDGT&FF) 9ewLDULD. {66 T DG P&
G5

FTSBGT LIGTTILITL_(HF (@LOGHLDG| S G
LBOTSBNBLOLI BV 6T LIZ| (Q)BGT 9T SBLOGIT ).
b aesuiley QevmeHuiley TmHiIL L
@bs Lt weTLTl (B WD T FE
L& O &TeT LI &ML BT HMITGHT L§ 6V
BwL_(pempuiles @Q)hhS Y mH VS FHevai,
YFFUTH@TID, LUGSHMenFHuwL &b,
LGS SmleyeunsLd, HPlevseu LhFevtflserfle
LBgFsmg 265 wepser, BHSHHT
QUTEHFSHBIGT 6T(LPFF) GLITGT) 9LDF BIFEaTL]
ymssentl g ol l_® @ Ggmisiiurr
UBDHEHG (PHLUL L FTVHL L SHDH
S (HLOLSTSH 9 e»LOUIIGVEM6V. LOT DTS
(DI DLDF RIS 2 FHaljL_6iT [FeeeT
W IU®SSILL L @BSILT LessTUTL (hIL
LSBT 2 (heToh G afls s % GevGuw
DL DD S| 6T G LIS &Feuestl LIl
Gouetsr L9 G % 6T mITGLD.

QU GHT G GWT LI LT T M &S QuidSHID,
BIaueVT &LpLoLd, CausTHGLOTSS FSHSTHS
FULNINTHTF FLOTRUILD, 69F6 LI LITEUGST
Foolt, ewFou NSHW T (HSHF FRIGLD,
AGeuasmarhs Fenis GumeTy 6 mieuest

Q|GMLDLIL|SFHFH@HLD, BT EHEWTLI LIGHT 6/ S L
wrled(Bhs WWHTYDD »Feulily T
QNSHUITFTEVFH@BLD, (3)bGIFHSOT 1S @HLD
Qssemai sHevrGentTL 155 CvGus SHiog)
QusGsmars GCoholSHSS6T. Hemal Lipp]
aflfleurss 9yomiicus) eTog GBTHHLO606.

Beomiemsuied PHg FoOWE FriLenLIw
usdflensseaflér Csrhmibd:

Qevsiensuiley LFlerll 1i1%FMlensserf T
FHSTLUSHW “Sealmberl_  SFD~ YTF
QUTSHHLOMet] (1802) o 1L 65T YTIDLILLTHDS.
@seriiery “GamupibL) @rerew”, “%
aL1Geweurr” “@PGevreir HGnTerflSHeT” 6TeoTL)
usHMensmsar Gevaflaigs ©&mL_mi&er.”
(Fleu@H(BBTH6T,1993, P.2)

YQuleyib YFFWHS TS L
LT LIRSHILT LT T misenar GeuafluiBSern
eflenw &. 9. 1834 aueng g m&F e
T FTRISGHDESH o HGLITSHLOTUN(BHSHS.
TeIUTMTUING)LD LDFHHOSLI LITLILUSDGLI
USHMew By L &b & mulLllLmeT g
CTGIT LIGEDET 2 60T Thd OSHTeiTL_ & plavse
Ferfmiser GSTL_The euelliymidshs s
CasL (s GamesTL_ger Guiflev &. Li. 18346V
oar 2 Mewwenw’s Qupmid OFmeosTL_6TT.
@ser epevwTs 06wMeEs O~emerF
Garibs “GCamalienmn” eTeTm LIMTSHUITT TV
Foowllgssrg CprprésssHmHsTs
b6 eur Mlev [Blpyeu sl B L9 er
wreflliLmiisg QL omppio G F w1
9 FFHQWwmet ) HHH01.07.184160
“o SWHTTwS” Oeuaflui i’ 1 g (Morning
Star, 7/01/1841, p.24).

@ovmiemsuiler (BTl &L PLI
UsHMflews eTeTm FApLieHLs 2 HUIHTTenH
QUDIFIDGI. 251 HTTeOHIWG OSHTL_IThH
2 wIFHeV (1845), NSHUITSHTLILIGRHTLD (1853),
QevmsTwTef (1863) y&Huw Fplevses
FlowsF Famumet LsHMensgser GHTmHmLd
CupSeTpeT. @QbgH FLowsS550lSS) T TeT
& GWT L_GOT Bl HeW AT UJLD FeLpdh F & (hdS
Fbbenemdenarflb LDSKLOMTHMDL
L ewsuL_er OeugGFearsd O FuUIFHerTsHs
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FLOWFFTTH®L W LUSHHenFFHer (b5
FoupsSFen 155 THUGSBW STHSSMmS
QUSTeN &S Q)b F oW LD 6»L_ i
ysPadallser Feom @by LSS Mens
207 HGGeT uFId LIPMHF FHHS%Hd
QB TL_mISGOTIT.

ADILPSFBTRUGVT TVGaI J&Fg 2aTl_HSHHGT
(@) HIIGH LOWI TGO LOGD I 2 GUoT IT [5G (S TIT.
Yuiepiib FBHFPH@HHG 9FFUIBSTHenSHLI
LweTUBSHHeTn 2 Mewip LIV TeULD
LOMISHLIIL_ () @bF]. 24ullen/Ld 6TL_(h) eu(HL_
PWDFMIGT IEHT6UTSH 9 MI(LPS/BTEIGVT TV
“NGSHWBH LTV YFRAWHSBTFTemev”
eretrp GuUuwMe 9 &F &Sl 0lLoTesTmy
WTPLILITenT F60 Blmjeuliil 1 g (1849
2419 ). Q)IUFFEHFL_SHWS Y MI(LPHBTAIGT
SHGWTL_GOTLI LT ST RISHEHATILLD, [BVHENGIT ILJLD
g &M&aGer LT LIGSSB GO TT. 60T 60
@UbSIFLOWISF FATLGOL_1 LISSHTlens ceiTenmL
o xfsas Geuewst HOILOGTDH (LpeWeUT LILJL_GT
QFupuL L ugmsd “Fmupsd G(hdHer”
GTGOTLIGUT 9J6WL_UITGT/AI FHT6woT LILIBSHGT DITIT.
@aumr YmILpSBETIG(HL_G)/LD &FBISKT
LiewTIg F(HL_gb OB HAIS W GHTLpen Lo
LLeTL_ITT&%S5 FHLPHSHIL_GT [5TeeVT 6T
YSTF FL_TH@HET G(HAUT 676 LIK QYLD
OYDISGHL_GHHGT D).

FIT(LPSHS(HHFET HMeVSHeu 6THTLILIGHTIT6)Y
Oamenr_ @Qbaill Lg% Mens 6w e enmn
QevallsGlGTewTy T(HSS (PWHF LMD
QeomsTwrell eTerp & pevse s
FrmyenL_w (1863) LSDHMewHuiley 9JmIFHF
Feovalul_er OFuUIHSFGHMLIL & 6T
Qeuarfli TG ).

“Dousg dbagloull G @wmer w
94 DI (LP & BTG GV (HGED LIl LD TG &) T & GV GIT
QRUEUTTHU LA FIT(LPSHS(HSHET, ()EIGH6T T
FUFLOUNFH GBS GHWD HUTH & (H®a
B&THRGHS umghBHTmILD eOFuLl LT FmIGLD
Qruiw s el GHDTT. 9 &G L 6T
LT GEHFSSHTH@BHE 2 LIGUITHLOTUIN(HSHESLD
QUGHTENTLD W &F& LI LIT(HEMET 2 6IT (655 (6T
®abs @ USHMensGur, Ls5558wm
Wogsmgw OQFuwiemGrere b & @
LGS W TR et (B FTLpdSSHHESH6T 6 (b
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usHMensd LGS mrmd. & @Eaenar
9oyanFCGrelwmaier GHHengser GLimev
usGHMewsywmGwm. FmwHGuwmb”.
(Feu@H(HBTH6T,1993, P.82)

Yuile)ib &FmLpd G safler wpuwins
QeaupPwell5HT? eTe LI LIDHM W
QI LITBISEHGT < MILI(LPLY ULITSH|GT AT ).

Beoriens Craeir - . 19. 1877

QvmienHuilcy () bSIFLOWIGF & TTLITGT
wpseralg LSEflens “@evmiens Greest” eTer
YW LILIRH DS W TLPLILIT6wT 5360 (bS5
Oearafllaips @Her QFNwWTTSHS S 5.
FTTSHHLDLI TG LIGT HL_GOLOWITHMGOT 1T
(Feu@H(BBTHT,1993, P.74).

“ o FWHTITMS” LISHMenH eLHGULDTH
Qbaws ST e B o el @ erp
& GUT L_ GOT 1B & @h & & LI LI B &V ® I & 6T
TpSISNGTW FeToms Qevmiens GpFenet
Y MI(LPSHBTAIGUT LILIGHT LIHSHIGOTTIT. HSHHEOHII
S BewTs@HsGer O&T®H Loy wTHs
Sspag “@& e FLOUWLD” 66T D
SeeLLILlev Y MI(LPSBHTAIGVT TGV (J)6UEIHS
GraFerfley erpSLitil_ I &L (H6WTIITGEILD.
@55 (Henr 1877 941b Yewt(h) FTTSH%
220 Gevaflwmer Qevmiens GnFeflev
QL1 LIDP(BHSSI. 6TH FLOUILD? 6TGTD
aflermeyL_er O&TL B&H? FepdkdF 6w
FLWSHDEHTT T LIKIG, FLOW S 6T
2.aTenly Qev& &, FLowd HewtlLiLNes mev
THLGSHGTD “Fuin” Lmpmhi GLpLiib GLimem
Liev FaTRIS®aTs OSTL_(HF ClFalsTs ()6
FHL_(BHeOT 9eWLOFGT D).

@ uusgs P M s ui e
1o 115 6V 6 IT & &oT LT LI 6T 6 T, & 60T GoT T & LD
GuTgaEeaumhyewerm Gumerp
O umluwimmss@pid () kS L6 LTl 3
IV TFRESEHTAT F b 6w 6T &6 T &F
FepHSF L b G &mewt® G F T p e 7.
Q@aurser @meurHd Qevmiens GrFerL M
UL S5 TGUMLIGTeDETILIL_GOT BL_THHNULI
FLWSSTSFBSHT Qs 6 e e er
QNP ILGoT TS5 & ULHSTL 19 6T GHMILILITS
“GHGHTN5S LITHISTAIGGT” 2 6T ()eUEIHS
Graest pLTSFUW HhSH GLOTHOHEETLI

6T (Lp &) w
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“‘UBleTd sHSTRSFafleT wdhsb” 66l
QevmiensBpaer & Mwr 1966 meflev
QUITGTILILIG H6UGH5HSHBHHHD).

msal 25w une - 1880

Bpraueurm rlier Grewrs Gleuafleubs
usHMevFwns “eoFel 2 HwLTe”
LTSI @)F 18801D Yevor(R) LyTL_L_TH
rHb 161 HSZ) (pHev Qg GlasaflelTs
QBmTL_mFuwig. ser HYFRMwTTs 201G)rLp
FTGWT6U(LPpI LILIGTEHAT FHL_eWLOWITHMGSTTIT.
(Flou@(BpTS60T, 1993, 85.84). Qb ILIGHTLITL_(B
LOMILOGVITF&F GTET LIS (LPGWMIITET &FLDUIS
sevallwilerL_ms 2 @oFu LB 6TeTn
BLOLISeFHGUIT(D) HL_(henTHenaTiLd S
SHEGIIBIFHBIFaTu|D @) L1155 e s

QeuafliIL_ B eubBH.

255 Cwrsd umwiliydsHeflHasmss
FMlensaull LITL_FTenevsafley Hevall SMELD
@Bp&HIF FADTTFHT HHIGET 1Li6wTLimL_ (b
Coaumsemer 9missidh ©FTerFH e
GTGTH QYFHBFHSBGTMT6G &ML L_LDITGT
@il Lo T & @7 BI S e aT uf1d @) L1111 &S fl e &
Qar_rrig Geuafluii_ B eubpIcTeTH).

“Lr@Momm LeTefdhdn L m1seflGev 2 migker
erewarsemars FHna afl(BafG Tt et mev
IIUTHET LIHFHTVSHV HmiGGer omiger
LS THBGT 6T LIGILD BTG Dew6u i T ).
FmIS6T OlLwTHeerud ormmm ‘GuimelTes(y)
wrEGSHIL) eTeitmid @ (RFH6IFHTevT(h) 2 BIFET
CumpssGlgsaverd Srmiiblu@g @)flemal
BTHUTTSHET” (enFau2 SILITey)| 03, LoTF),1882,
25.03).

“oFauds@Guuln Inss LNTydssGer
GTRIFZGT 95 aTTBRISET L _T6GHT 6uT LD
R FAPWOLITUPSHID STIPSHSHmL_TH.
YTFTL_Fuirfli_1d @ LeTalgm L _SendL
Quprp <mGs 2 1wg Li6re»arsemar
Qe Liymi&Ser” @QSsemFus 9y F flwrrm
S mFmFaflco (1 1b6) L pp erer
WwWEHEGSTIpLULyewT e GC& miulps
QFErpIgCurmHmFHemards &P D
QamerarTsl 9FOFUIFS GMLILSFemer
20167 Y& FaUellGHTeL eTenpul ()bl
FOPHSFGT WSHTTSBHeMS 2 6ol I (LpLY-UL{LD.

GOILILITS QBSILI LITL & 760605 ar S
Carhnieilsseaiciey e LjSH@ialser @(LpLoD
QuUTEeTTSTT LIS L 6T 9T FITHI%
Ysrmalll CuFsFarailevmaig OLDMIS
Qarer® GFuwev GHTL_ms Geuesr LD
GTGTLIGeWGT LbaT LberT euelmisHsdF emFeu
2 SUWILITE) HIDaIcUen6V.

meausbCurdlefl (1881)

H(HSH BHlewevuiled enFeu 2 HiUILITey) aileT
QFseul e L1 Lterupn Oeveflelphs
LSS TenSITS ewFalFbGLTS o) HHLpHSS).
QrisgSflensevwr 2 Halle ewalsSsauT eouirm
eTeTLIOT STORFL LISHMensmuwins 18816V
QeualuiIL_L_mir (@SS uimestbHer,1974, @5.349).

Qumuwermsmg G BB S LY & e 6T
SHTIGRTLOTS (QTGWTL_GOIT GU(HL_BIS@HH ST
QuussMflens Blerm GLmers. &l
e guiLneenauls GumeTn GHLISIL_S555%
FeLps ALPILIL|ewTITellewerT () ILISEflenssimey
THLURSS (PLWTEOLEES QH6T GnIH

YUy 5meVGLD /77 6uTG)LOGIT GUITLD.
allgheprer eurgSlefl (1882)

epSSHSLNF GlFL 1gwTrmed 18821
gearige Oarefllargs G & T m&w
LSS Mens ailehehTeralTSSlent] @b (Feulb
GarLimu1,1984). GLILI(BHG THD eUeHSHUIGD
(Intellectual Preceptor) G B& @Gy Fmr
L&D Delsenard STH UTFHT aUL_L_LDTHS,
QFHTOTLY (BhBS]. @INBFL_LDTH FSHIGUTTSHBHLI
Cumpmi__miser, oerewaruduicy GLimesrm
FHSPUOFWAT VRIS FeLPFHSHSH &G
M s OCFuigemeasdss 6L (He LD
QLSS e s & iluig).

QuusPMersGu LNmHsTewsH e
I Gausrarpsiler mp aumenguller GLimg)
2 FUSTTMHUNT TG Herisliir 1
F55Ths CeusbThs (LPIessTLTHSET LIHMIL
FrFemFsHallDGHsd H55 LUHV HhaubnG
QusFisers@er QHMNwlL 520G
2 gallgy. alehehTereur st alleflbLBleney
whsmer CHT&EHS HTH %(Hd D I 6V
bL_Fenuwids OH Tty (h%STaillg e/ HhSST,
Gl Byl s @aiseflsr LosH%ullev



GOILIIL_S555 GFeveurdensls GLIDD(bhsa]

6TGOTGUITLD.
amseu jlwref

auevewat OlLIT. @hTeO FLITLISLILI6GTenar
eTer ey gmev Goeveflud i 1
LSEHMensins enFel LILDTeN SSLPFGTNI).
(SBwimerbser, 1974, p.349). QH «il@h
@TeTelT s eteww s GLmedevevTLoev
@uareln@&F FowbsFTihs GleuE e L
LUSGH MO FHUITEHS H6TeHGT (60T mISTL 19 &
OesrevriL_g. QQUuusHMeas g M@
24GOT (HFH@hSHGHT HGTH YUJGVAT (LPLY S|
Qg meitL_BTHGeu MwLILIBHF T DS

Digiengerd - . 19. 1889

@evrien saump @QbHSS S el er
FowWFFTTUTRT LSS Me»sHssH e
et FFuller Glam®h) (P UwITHS FHLpaUs)
@QbsFTS L 1SS M ewSFuw TG L.
enFaiLiflLimever FeoLiuilestlesr Glouafluf s
11.09.18896v @)LiL15%) Mlens Glauef)wimerg).
SLOLPIGO QUbSHIFTHGTLD TGTMILD 9 BIF V560
“Hindu Organ” ereseyid Quiwfli i’ ®
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